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Building Bridges

Using the AASL Standards to Strengthen School Library Advocacy

Advocacy is about building bridges—connecting the school library’s mission with the priorities
of learners, educators, administrators, and the wider community. The National School Library
Standards provide the foundation for meaningful connections and shared purpose. By finding
common ground, school librarians can turn shared goals into collaborative action, ensuring the
library remains a vital part of every learner's journey.

Foundations
@ The Shared Foundations align

school library work with goals
valued by all stakeholders.

#5 INQUIRE: Showcase curriculum-driven

learning that fuels curiosity.

INCLUDE: Design meaningful
experiences with equitable access and
multiple perspectives.

COLLABORATE: Integrate with

grade-level, content-area, and
extracurriculars for cohesive learning.

CURATE: Promote rich, culturally

inclusive collections that reflect and respect

all learners.
EXPLORE: Host exhibitions and events
that celebrate student inquiry and shared
knowledge.

@ ENGAGE: strengthen visibility and
impact through digital and in-person
networks.

Pillars

Effective advocacy stands
on positive connections and
enduring relationships.

Assess Impact: Use the Standards to measure and
communicate the library’s value to learner outcomes.

Collaborate: Partner with educators, administrators, and
families to meet needs using data-informed strategies.

Build Credibility: Stay current with curriculum,
initiatives, and community needs to remain relevant.

Be Proactive: Keep stakeholders engaged through direct
communication and consistent outreach.

Planks

Jﬂ Open communication creates

stable paths to mutual
understanding.

Respect Stakeholders: Engage all individuals with
dignity and empathy.

Be Honest and Transparent: Share clear, jargon-free
messages that build trust.

Make Connections: Show how library services directly
support shared educational goals.
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Reinforcements <§? Maintenance
S

Relationships are strengthened through Ongoing advocacy requires

steady engagement and support. continuous care.
» Track Data: Regularly collect and share data that illustrates = Evaluate Progress: Regularly assess efforts to
the library’s continued impact. identify areas for improvement.
= Correct Misinformation: Address misunderstandings or * Adapt and Adjust: Respond to feedback and
inaccuracies promptly and respectfully. changing needs with flexibility
= Build Trust: Repeat positive messages that reinforce the = Celebrate Successes: Share achievements to
library's role and value and build stakeholder confidence. energize and sustain support.
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